The cultural life of the hostel also was ennobling. It
had a very fine library and reading room.

A manuscript journal on the lines of " Punch" was
produced by one of my talented contemporaries in the
Hostel and circulated to all the members. There was a
cartoon in it on a professor of Physics in the Presidency,
one Mr. J, who was also the Government Meteorologist.
He was rather short, less than five feet. There was a
professor of Mathematics in the same College, Mr. L, who
stood over six feet. In the cartoon, Mr. J, holds the tele-
phone and phones to Mr. L, "Mr. L, would you please
phone down the atmospheric temperature and pressure at
your altitude?"

The medical student in the community of the Victoria
Hostel occupied a position of respect. Apart from his
status as the seniormost member among the student
residents in the Hostel, his course was considered to be the
most arduous and long, and he was always considered to be
the best dressed. It was the usual practice of the medical
students to " smuggle in" girl friends to lecture demon-
stration and operation theatres, if there was anything
sexually exciting or interesting on show.

The vegetarian food of the hostel was particularly
dull. The hostel mess consisted of three sections which
were Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian and the Northern.
The " Northern " section was supposed to cater to the
Andhras, Oriyas, and a few North Canara students. These
mess sections, in trying to cater to different tastes, succeed-
ed only in making the food singularly unpalatable, with
the result that the bulk of the students frequented and
enriched the nearby coffee hotels. The medico's plight
was miserable, because except bed coffee and the meal at
night, his breakfast and lunch were brought to him from
the hostel to the medical college, to be consumed cold at
irregular hours.

The Professor of Physiology was a Col. D, the co-
discoverer of "Leshman Danavan" body, the causative
organism of KaJa Azar; He was a tall Irishman with a lot
of theatricality in his mien. He would come to the lecture
hall draped in ermine, the gown of Ms University, and
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